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When God is in a Hurry

Lk. 15

Introduction:

1. Context

a. He's being criticized by the Pharisees and Scribes

b. Hanging around with the wrong crowd

- Imagine driving through a  neighborhood and coming upon a party at someone's house...

2. He tells three parables

a. A parable is a story told to illustrate a point

b. Jesus spoke a lot in parables

3. Three parables:

a. the lost sheep

b. the lost coin

c. the lost son

Body:

1-10

a. One story relates to men, the other relates to women.

b. Know why I know the second story relates to women? Because a man couldn't relate to sweeping and cleaning the house.

c. Here's the two main points:

1) Both stories picture God as the one pursuing the lost soul.

- It's one thing to want something, and another thing to pursue it.

- There are all kinds of things that go on in people's lives, that they might not recognize as God trying to get their attention, but He is.

- He's on the prowl, looking for those who will respond to Him. He's not looking in the sense that He doesn't know where we are (come out, come out wherever you are...), He knows exactly where you are at.

2) Both stories tell of the party that goes off in heaven when someone turns to God.

- Like the roar of the crowd at a sports event when their team scores.

d. Now, there's the first two parables, the third one illustrates the same things but there are some truths that are added.

*Those of us with kids know how different they can be.

Before us is the story of a man with two sons. They could not have been different.

- One was the perfect son. Never argued, dependable, trustworthy, a responsible hard-worker. Patient, moral.

- The other son was a heartache, irresponsible, impatient, a live-for-the-moment type of guy. An immoral party animal.

(11-32)

Three points here:

a. This boy had a great time for a while, but the pleasures of sin won't last forever.

- I wonder how much time elapsed from moment he got his money until the time the money ran out and he found himself without food.

- Until that time...he had it made...elaborate!!!

* The author of Hebrews mentions the passing pleasures of sin.

* Paul will talk about the deceitfulness of sin.

Illustrations:

__________________

__________________

__________________

* What about those who seem to "get away with it?"

* After a man dies, then comes judgment.

b. The son takes responsibility for his actions and "comes to his senses".

- He didn't blame his environment, his father, he didn't blame the economy...he admitted that he had blown it, sinned.

- As long as we make excuses and shift the blame for our shortcomings to somewhere else, we'll never move on spiritually.

* The bible says if we confess our sins, God is faithful...

c. And finally ( and at least for me this final point is the most exciting) We see the father running out to meet the son.

* This is the only place in the bible where God is pictured as being in a hurry.

- Typically...god is never in a hurry, never rushed, anxious.

- We are...but not God...He is on top of everything.

* But here, He's in a hurry.

Conclusion:

1. Notice...he didn't scold the son...elaborate.

2. He received him and threw a party.

* Now I don't think the father would have received him like this if the son did not come as humbly as he did...imagine!

3. God is always anxious to receive us back when we've sinned or been away from him. 

4. Now there is a final person in this story that we haven't commented on, the good son, the one who stayed home...here was his main complaint:

a. He couldn't believe his father would forgive his brother.

b. You might not believe that the Father would so easily forgive and receive you...but He will.

5. He's in a hurry to have a relationship with us.

