The deceitfulness of Sin.








Intro: Ps. 79:1-13





Israel constantly faced a lesion without learning it. Rather than trust in God, the leaders forged political agreements with pagan nations, welcoming their armies and their idols. Then, a few years down the road, the beaten-up nation begged God for help as it suffered the inevitable results of it's sin. 





Body:





1. This morning I want to talk with you about the deceitfulness of sin. You see...sin and temptation are like those nations that approached Israel for alliances. At first it seemed like it would be great, but in a short time, they realized they'd been duped. 





2. There are four things we need to understand about sin and temptation:





a. It comes as a friend.





You see, Satan is a liar. John 8:44 "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies." He never labels temptations with warnings: "Think twice. Proceed at your own spiritual risk." Instead, he fools us into believing that the pleasures of sin is worth it's consequences.





b. Sin is pleasurable...temporarily. 





Hebrews 11:25 "...choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God, than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin..."  Another interesting verse is Ecc. 8:11, "Because the sentence against an evil deed is not executed quickly, therefore the hearts of the sons of men among them are given fully to do evil." 





c. Sin has a numbing effect. The longer you stay in it, the less and less it bothers you. It lulls you to sleep. 





Have you heard the illustration of the frog in the kettle? If you wanted to cook a live frog and put it in boiling water...it would jump out. But if you put it in cool water and gradually increased the heat...he'd get cooked and never know it. That's how sin is.





d. Sin eventually will turn on you. What starts out promising friendship and pleasure, develops into an enemy and pain. 





Now for the good news:





3. There's always an escape from sin and temptation:  





I Cor.10:13  "No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it."





Conclusion:





1. Don't believe Satan. He's a liar. Once you yield to sin, you experience it's result...and they're never quite the same as Satan promised. Once in, sin is difficult to get out. Only God's grace, forgiveness and strength can get it out. 





Romans 6:11 "Even so consider yourselves to be dead to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus."





2. When you struggle with temptation, be warned. It may sound good, but don't give in. It only guarantees guilt and separation from God.
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