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Jesus is sympathetic when we fall

Introduction:
Heb. 4:14-16 

We don’t know who wrote the book of Hebrews. The style is similar to Paul’s but there is internal evidence to cause some doubt that Paul authored the book. 

Whoever wrote it, they did so under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit so knowing for sure who is to be credited with it is not that important. 

We do now why the book was written. Hebrews is an attempt to convince Jewish converts to Jesus not to go back to Judaism. The writer is trying to show them why Christianity is the fulfillment, the end result of Judaism. 

In chapter 4 the writer deals with a specific area of insecurity these new Jewish Christians had. 

Converting to Christianity meant that they no longer had a High Priest. They were used to the High Priest being their intermediary… the one who represented them to God. 

The first High Priest was Aaron, Moses brother (1657bc), the last one was Phannias (70ad). In all…there were 83 total.  Most descendants from the tribe of Levi.

Someone was putting fear in the minds of these Jewish Christians. How could they hope to have a relationship with God without the High Priest? 

It’s similar to people who begin to follow Christ and come from a Catholic background and now they don’t know how they can have their sins forgiven without going to confessional and meeting with the priest. 

The Latin word for priest means “bridge-builder”. In Judaism and Catholicism that is what the priest does…he links you to God…he’s the connection. You’ve got to have him. We would say that now you can go directly to Jesus, no need for the confessional.  

This is what the writer of Hebrews is doing. In fact, he goes as far as telling them that Jesus is now their High Priest. They can go straight to Him. 

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Body:

1. Temptation

a. Temptation is not the same thing as sin.

b. Temptation comes from two sources:

· the devil

(1 Cor 7:5 ) 

· our own nature

(James 1:13-16)  

c. We all are tempted and we all fall to temptation…it’s called sin.

d. The question for today is…What would  Jesus say to us if he literally stood before us after a fall? Imagine…we sin, we come to him feeling bad…

Would he rebuke?

Hebrews 4:14-16 
2. When we’re tempted and fall, Jesus says three things:

1. I understand. I sympathize with your weaknesses. 

For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
2. I can relate. Even though I never fell to sin…I do know about temptation. It was hard for me too. 

but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin.

3. I can help you if you’ll just come to me. 

Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and may find grace to help in time of need.

(1 Cor 10:13) 

Everyone falls…everyone!!! 

Conclusion:

1. Is there anything you are continually tempted by, no matter what you do? 

2. The question is not if we will be tempted, but when will we be tempted. The question is not will we sin (which is different than temptation) but when will we sin…and what will we do when we do?

· Will we avoid God?

· Or will we come to him for love, acceptance and forgiveness?

Hebrews 4:14-16 

Will we let him say to us:

· I understand

· I can relate 

· I can help

