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Peace on Earth

Read: Luke 2:1-14 (KJV)

The angels said, “Peace on Earth”.

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

1. The God of Peace

· In five different places in the NT God is called the God of Peace.

· He is not a God of war, a God of turmoil, a God of disunity…

· He is a God of Peace

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

2. The Prince of Peace

· Is.9:6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

· Jesus was a man of peace.

· When his followers wanted to fight…he said, put away your swords.

· Matt. 11:29  "Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and YOU SHALL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.”

· A man of peace

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

3. The offer of Peace

· Even though God is a God of Peace, He is also a just God, a holy God, a fair God. 

· There was not peace between Him and mankind…so He send the Prince of Peace.

· And through the sacrifice of Jesus the offer of Peace came. He would not force it on anyone. They had to take it…

· John 3: 16  "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”

· John 1:12  “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name…”

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

4. The People of Peace

· Jesus came to create a people. A specific, special group…it would be called…the church

· Eph. 5:25-27 “…Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.”

· I Pet. 2: 9  “But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light…”

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

5. The Bringers of Peace

· We have the good news.

· We have the solution for the problem man has with his God.

· We have the cure for the spiritual cancer that has infected every man and woman.

· It is the call and obligation of every Christian to represent Jesus and to take every opportunity to share their faith. 

· Romans 10: 14  “How then shall they call upon Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, "HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GLAD TIDINGS OF GOOD THINGS!"

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

6. The Makers of Peace

· “First put yourself at peace, and then you may the better make others be at peace. A peaceful and patient man is of more profit to himself and to others, too, than a learned man who has no peace.”  

Thomas a Kempis in The Imitation of Christ.

· Matt. 5: 9  "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.”

· The church at Philippi was a good church, a healthy church…but there was a problem. Two women in the church, leaders, were not getting along. And in the forth chapter Paul asks a friend of his whom he called “comrade” to get involved with them and try to bring about reconciliation. 

· II Cor. 5: 18-19  Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ, and gave us the ministry of reconciliation, namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

· It is the call and obligation of every Christian to be a peace-maker. 

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

7. The Livers of Peace

· John 14: 27  "Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you; not as the world gives, do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful.”

· Gal. 5: 22-23  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…”

· Phil. 4: 6-7  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

· Col. 3: 15  “And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful.”

· Peace is not the absence of trouble, but the presence of God. 

 -- J. Oswald Sanders.

· Let the peace rule…let it rule. Pray for it, seek it, do whatever the Bible says to get it…let it rule!

The God of Peace sent the Prince of Peace, to offer peace, to make a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

Conclusion:

1. The angels said, “Peace on Earth”.

2. As we approach the new year may we be… a people of peace…who would bring peace and make peace and live in peace.

