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Life is a journey: Ex. 40:36-38

By Dave Jacobs

Background:

They’ve escaped from Egypt. First the tent of meeting, then the tabernacle and a cloud would appear over it by day (the symbolic presence of God) and by fire in the night.
Read: Exodus 40:36-38

1. Life is a journey

For the Christian it is a journey towards:

· intimacy with Jesus

· Christ-likeness

· humility

· greater faith and trust in God

2. Often times the journey is as important, and sometimes more important, than the arrival at your destination.

jour·ney (jûr“n¶) n., pl. jour·neys. 1.a. The act of traveling from one place to another.

God is always trying to move us from one place to the next place. That process is as important to him as getting us to where we need to be. 

· (Phil 1:6)  For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.

God’s act of perfecting Jesus in you is a journey…a process, the process is important. 

We can’t live in the past and we can’t focus on the future, the destination. The present is our current reality, and it in the present (whether we enjoy it or not) that God has something he wants to do with us and in us. 

3. The Hebrew word for journey can be translated, stages. God takes us through different stages, chapters in our lives.
This makes more sense the older you get. 

Sometimes you might wish things could be like they were…seldom can you go back, seldom should you go back. That was then, this is now…this is where you’re at in your journey.

Read: Numbers 9: 15-23  

· Oh man…we just pitched the tent. God says, “I know, but it’s time to go.”

They’ll live like this for 40 years!

Not only do we as individuals go through stages…a church goes through stages also…it’s normal, to be expected.

4. It’s important to be able to recognize when God is moving you on to another stage, chapter, etc. 

The children of Israel knew because the cloud by day or the pillar of fire by night would move. 

· I think the cloud by day and the fire by night have symbolic significance. 

In Moses time traveling by night could be scary. It was dark, hard to see, wild animals, robbers, etc. 

Sometimes the Lord leads us into the darkness, the night…but he’s there, the fire is there. We’re tempted to think, “This is such a difficult time for me right now…this can’t be God.”

It could be!

· We would prefer our journey to be in the day with the cloud, but sometimes he asks us to pack up and move into the night and look to the fire. 

Don’t be too quick to ask God to get you out of your difficult situation or to ask God to come and rescue your friend from their time of testing…it might be from God. 

Conclusion:

Life is a journey

We’re traveling, but the trip is as important as arriving at our destination. 

Don’t get too comfortable with were you’re at. You never know when you’re going to see the cloud or the fire and it’s time to move on.

· God will stretch you, move you into a different stage in your life…some stages are enjoyable and some are difficult.  

Even if you find yourself in the night, in a hard and difficult time…the fire is there. God is at work in the day and in the night.

(Rev 4:8 NASB)  And the four living creatures, each one of them having six wings, are full of eyes around and within; and day and night they do not cease to say, "HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, is THE LORD GOD, THE ALMIGHTY, WHO WAS AND WHO IS AND WHO IS TO COME."

I wonder if ever a day went by that the children of Israel didn’t look over in the direction of the tabernacle to see if the cloud was there, or if it had moved. 

I believe that as we draw near to God in our own personal tabernacles, our own places of meeting with him (our devotional lives) that we become more sensitive to recognizing what God is doing in our lives, what stage we’re at, were we’ve been and where we’re going. 

Spending time with God enables you to see when the cloud lifts or when the fire settles. 

Life is a journey

We’re traveling, but the trip is as important as arriving at our destination. 

