Intimacy with God








Intro:





1. II Sam. 1:1-15





He thought he knew the king, (i.e, he thought it would have pleased the king to learn that he had killed Saul) but he didn't, and it cost him his life.





2. I want to talk to you about:





- a problem  


- how that problem developed


- what we can do to correct the problem.





* Here is the problem:





Body:





1. Many of God's people think they know the King, but they don't, and it's cost them their life.





a. I'm not talking salvation, but life...spiritual vitality, power, effectiveness, 


    impact, punch, meaning, fulfillment!





* Jesus said He came to give us life, and life abundantly. 





The word “abundantly” means, overflowing.





- Not a dribbling...not up to the brim...but an over-flowing.





b. We know things about God, His word and His ways,  but how many of us would say we  know God?





- Don't confuse the two because there is a difference between knowing things about God and knowing Him.





- You say... well...what do you mean by "know"?





c. Define, "know"





- the hebrew word for “know” is yada


- the greek word for “know” is ginosko. 





Both speak of an intimate knowedege gained by getting up close to something.





d. Which statement more closely describes your relationship with God:





- "I know a lot of things about God."   or...





- "I know God personally, intimately. He's real to me. I enjoy God and have fellowship with Him."





Most Christians claim the first statement instead to the second.





* Jesus said, "And this is eternal life, that they may know Thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent."  -John 17:3





* Jerimiah said, "Thus says the Lord, "Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boast, boast of this.....that he understands and knows Me...."   - Jer. 9:23





g. Part of the new covenant included the guarantee that we would now be able to know God intimately.....read Jer. 31:31.





* The problem today with evangelism is that Christians don't know their God.





- When you know your God there is a dynamic to your life that is contagious. There is a power flowing through you that proves effective. You've got something in your pocket that's real and it rubs off on others.





* And so, we have this problem: Christians who don't know their God!





2. How did or how does this happen?





a. Some of it is the fault of the church. 





The church, typically, has been a teaching institution. We've dispensed information, not relation...ship.





b. Most of it is our own fault. 





We can grow lukewarm...turn to Rev. 3:14-16.





c. How do you get lukewarm water?





Hot water, left by itself, will cool off.





Hot water  mixed with cold water or vise-versa, will cool off.





d. Some of us started off hot but because of neglect we cooled off.





- If you neglect any relationship, it will cool off.





e. Others of us have mixed things of the world into our lives and over time, have drifted away from knowing and experiencing our God.








3. How can we correct this problem?





a. Be honest and admit where you are at. 





- It's difficult for us sometimes to recognize and admit that we have cooled off, that we don't know God as we should.





b. Confess and repent. (these are different)





- confess that you don't know Him, or have allowed yourself to drift away.





- confess & repent from any  sin that has separated you from Him.





c. Begin to pursue God just for the sake of knowing God and for no other reason or motive.





d. What do I mean by reason or motive?





- Sometimes we do all the right things for all the wrong reasons...give examples:





I’ll pray so I’ll be a better father, or so I’ll get that job. I’ll read my Bible because that’s what Christians are sapposed to do. I better have a “quiet time” or something bad might happen to me.





- Read and pray to know God & to enjoy Him, and for nothing more.





- I wonder how many of us this morning would say we enjoy the Father.





* Stop thinking in terms of what a Christian is suppose to do, and start thinking in terms of what a Christian is suppose to be.....one who knows God and enjoys Him.





- It will change your life, and the things you do will take on  a new freshness and new meaning.





*Whestminster Confession : The chief purpose of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.








Conclusion:





1. In Acts 17 Paul told of being in Athens and noticing one statue dedicated to "The Unknown God."





2. Many today are worshipping an unknown God.





3. It is like the children of Israel watching Moses go up the mountain to encounter God. He was having the intimacy, but they were just watching.





4. I don't want to watch, I want to go up that mountain.





5. Where are you at this morning?





*Maybe some of you have never recieved Jesus?
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