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Holy Ambition

I Thess. 4:11-12

Introduction:

1. This morning I want to talk about ambition

2. Ambition in and of itself is neutral… but a man can take it and use it for bad or for good.

The great French General Napoleon said:

Great ambition is the passion of a great character. Those endowed with it may perform very good or very bad acts. All depends on the principals which direct them.

3. Unfortunately the Bible has more to say about negative ambition than it does of positive ambition.

Body:

1. OT example: Absalom

2 Samuel 15:1-6
1 Now it came about after this that Absalom provided for himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men as runners before him.

2  And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way to the gate; and it happened that when any man had a suit to come to the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, "From what city are you?" And he would say, "Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel."

3  Then Absalom would say to him, "See, your claims are good and right, but no man listens to you on the part of the king."

4  Moreover, Absalom would say, "Oh that one would appoint me judge in the land, then every man who has any suit or cause could come to me, and I would give him justice."

5  And it happened that when a man came near to prostrate himself before him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him.
2. NT example: James and John:

(Mark 10:35-4)  

And James and John, the two sons of Zebedee, came^ up to Him, saying to Him, "Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask of You." And He said to them, "What do you want Me to do for you?" And they said to Him, "Grant that we may sit in Your glory, one on Your right, and one on Your left." But Jesus said to them, "You do not know what you are asking for. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?"

 And they said to Him, "We are able." And Jesus said to them, "The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized. "But to sit on My right or on My left, this is not Mine to give; but it is for those for whom it has been prepared." And hearing this, the ten began to feel indignant with James and John.

3. James Dobson:

It's important to use your talents. But if that's the end of it, there is a disillusionment that sets in between the ages of 35 and 50. This is commonly called the mid-life crisis. I believe that it is more a phenomenon of a wrong value system than it is the age group in which it occurs. All of a sudden you realize the ladder you've been climbing is leaning against the wrong wall. 

   -- James Dobson in a commencement address given at Seattle Pacific University, June, 1988, quoted in Christianity Today.

4. The American Dream…climb up.

The Bible talks about climbing down.

“Everything in me wants to move upward.  Downward mobility with Jesus goes radically against my inclinations, against the advice of the world surrounding me, and against the culture of which I am a part.” 

   -- Henri Nouwen in the New Oxford Review (April 1987). Christianity Today, Vol. 34, no. 5.

5. Holy Ambition: I Thess. 4:11-12, pg. 160

Background:

The preaching of the Second Coming had produced an odd and awkward situation in Thessalonica. Many of the Thessalonians had given up their daily work and were standing about in excited groups, upsetting themselves and everybody else, while they waited for the Second Coming to arrive. Ordinary life had been disrupted; the problem of making a living had been abandoned; and Paul's advice was preeminently practical. 
I Thess. 4:11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just as we commanded you;

12  so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need.

Four things Paul says are Holy Ambitions:

1. Lead a quiet life (…Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life…)

· the phrase means, “quieted down or rested.
· “In contemporary society our Adversary majors in three things: noise, hurry, and crowds. If he can keep us engaged in “muchness” and “manyness,” he will rest satisfied. –Richard Foster
· Psychiatrist Carl Jung once remarked, “Hurry is not of the Devil; it is the Devil.”

· We must fight the temptation to be over-booked, for our calendars to be filled. We need a way to quiet down and rest. How do you do that? Do you do that? Where and when do you do that? 

It’s ok to calendar in “nothing.”

2. Attend to your own business (…attend to your own business…)

(2 Th 3:11)  For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.

“Usually people who are busy running other people’s affairs do not run their own affairs well.”

3. Be a good worker (…work with your hands, just as we commanded you…)

· The Greeks had a distain for manual labor…they reserved  it for the slaves. The Jews thought work was a noble thing. Even those who were wealthy taught their son’s a trade. 

· It is very important that you learn how to bring your faith into the workplace. You represent Jesus on the job. And I’m not necessarily talking about verbally talking about Jesus. 

· Christians should be the best workers an employer ever hires…unfortunately that is not always the case. 

4. Maintain a good reputation as a follower of Jesus (…so that you may behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any need…)
· Think of the normal people in your life.

· Do they like you? Do they think you are kind and moral and patient and caring and honest and helpful and loving?

· In I Tim. when Paul was listing the requirements for an elder he said…

“And he must have a good reputation with those outside the church, so that he 
may not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.”

Conclusion:

1. Ambition…what are we striving for? Is our ladder up against the wrong wall?

2. The great French General said:

Great ambition is the passion of a great character. Those endowed with it may perform very good or very bad acts. All depends on the principals which direct them.

3. The bible says that there are good things, noble things to be ambitious for:

a. quiet life

b. attending to our own business

c. being a good worker

d. maintaining a good witness, reputation.

