God has a financial plan for you.











Intro.





This moring we’ll begin a four part series on God’s financial plan for your life. Today we’ll cover:





a. Jesus' thoughts on money.


b. The connection between Jesus as Lord and our attitudes and habits in spending.


c. Stewardship





Body:





I. I had heard that Jesus spoke more about money than any other topic so I investigated to see if it was true.





a. It looks like it is true





b. I counted over 42 passages, passages not verses, dealing with money, giving, material poccesions or our attitudes concerning them.





c. Here they are:





Matthew


5:42  give to him who asks


6:1-4  don't sound a trumpet


6:19-21  treasures in heaven


6:24 two masters


6:25-34 don't worry about poccesions


13:22  money chokes out the word


16:24-26 self-denial


17:27 taxes


19:21  go , sell


19:22-24  go sell


22:21  taxes


25:31-46  when you give to others you give to me


28:20  do all that I commanded you, including giving





Mark


4:19 money can choke the word


8:34 self-denial


9:41  reward promised to givers


10:21,23  the rich young ruler


10:24,25  trust in riches


10:29-30  whatever you give up you'll receive back


12:17  taxes


12:41-44  widows mite





Luke


6:30  give to those who ask of you


6:34-35  lending


6:38  give and it will be given to you


8:14  riches choked the word


9:3-5  take no money with you...I'll provide


9:23  deny yourself


11:3  daily bread


12:15  covetousness


12:16-21  parable to illustrate covetousness


12:22-32  don't worry about material things


12:33  sell and give...treasures in heaven


14:12  give to those who cannot repay you


16:9-13  making friends with money


18:12  tithing doesn't score points with God


18:22  rich young ruler


18:24,25  it's hard for the rich to get to heaven


18:29,30  give and you'll receive back


19:8,9  Zacchaeu's generosity praised


20:25  taxes


21:1-4  widows mite





John


6:27  don't labor for things that perish





Acts


20:35 it's more blessed to give than to receive





d. Other bits of trivia:





1) Of the 26 books in the NT, only 8 have nothing to say directly about money





2) All major contributors to the NT teach on money, with the exception of Peter.





- Acts = 10 times


- Rm. = 6 times


- I,IICor. = 5 verses and 2 whole chapters


- Gal. = 1 times


- Eph. = 1


- Phil. = 11


- IIThess. = 1


- IITim. = 7


- Titus = 1


- Hebrews = 3


- James = 10


- IJohn = 2


- IIIJohn = 2





e. What's the practical application of all this?





- If Jesus talked about this subject so much then it must be very important to Him and in the over all scheme of things.





- If it's that important to Him, then I need to take it seriously too.





II. Our attitudes about money and poccesions, and our actions with our money and poccesions are directly connected to our current level of devotion to God.





a. Christians will give their hearts, habits, time and talents to the Lord.





b. It seems like the last thing we're willing to trust Him with is our money and material poccesions.





c. People have to be ready to trust God with their money, they have to be at a place where they are willing to do things God's way.





d. If we are not at a place where we want Jesus to be Lord of everything, then much of what we will talk about in the next few weeks will not result in much.





f. So...we've laid two foundations so far:





1) Jesus had a lot to say about the subject





2) There is a connection between Jesus as Lord and my openness to this subject. Finally...





III. We mentioned this briefly in the beginning, but our money and material poccesions are merely a stewardship entrusted to us.





a. What's a stewardship?





b. What's the scriptural basis for this?





"The earth is the Lord's and all it contains, the world, and those who dwell in it."  Ps. 24:1





"For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills." Ps. 50:10





"The silver in mine, the gold is mine, declares the Lord of hosts." Hag. 2:8





" Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body." I Cor.6:19,20





"...and what do you have that you did not receive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?"  I Cor.4:7





"...And from everyone who has been given much, much shall be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more."  Lk. 12:48





c. It's all His, and because we are His, anything that we brought into the relationship is His too.





d. Everything:





- our cars


- savings account


- paychecks


- furniture


- all our toys





Conclusion;





1. Review:





a. Jesus spoke much on this topic





b. Their is a connection





c. It's all His
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