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God on a game show. 

Introduction:

I’d like to start out with a little trivia question. Topic: game shows

Question: What game show of the past ended with the phrase, “Would the real _________ please stand up?”

To tell the truth. 

Three people would claim to be the same person. A panel of celebrities would ask them questions and then try to pick which one was telling the truth. At the end the host would say...”Would the real John Doe, please stand up.”

If I had to put a title on my talk this morning it would be, “Would the real God please stand up.” Can you imagine God on a game show? Anyways...

You’ll find out why in just a moment.

The bible is really not one book, but a series of books all tied together into one. The bible is in two parts, the OT and the NT. In the NT there is a book called Acts. Acts is a historical account of the first century spread of Chrisitanity. There are two main characters in the book of Acts, Peter and Paul.

The first half of Acts tells of adventures that Peter had and the last half of Acts tells of storys surrounding Pauls life. In Acts 17 one particular story is told...

Paul was on a missionary journey through europe and he had a layover in Athens. With some time on his hands he took a tour of the city and noticed all the different temples and idols in the city honoring their different gods.

Acts 17:15  Now those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens; and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to him as soon as possible, they departed.

16  Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was being provoked within him as he was beholding the city full of idols.

The people of Athens believed in many different gods. This intrigued Paul and led to an opportunity for him to speak to the Athenians about the God of Christianity. 

Now in our culture, we don’t really worship alot of different gods (unless you call money, sex, power, materialism gods), but we do have many different ideas of what God is like.

Gallop estimates that about 87% of Americans believe in God...but their ideas of who that God is or what God is like varies. 

If you were to ask a room full of people to describe God...you’d get alot of answers.

Body:

1. Ways people might describe God: 

a. God is like a nice old, benevolent grandfather.

Long white hair and a beard, sitting on a rocking chair on some cloud. Nice, patient. When you blow it he smiles, shakes his head and says, “Boys will be boys.” 

b. God is like an angry dictator.

Always mad, never pleased. No matter what you do, it’s not good enough. You always feel like you’re walking on thin ice...you never know when the ax is going to fall. People get this idea from angry pastors or angry Christian protestors.

c. God is like a far distant cousin. 

Maybe there was a time in your past when you felt closer to God than you do now...He seems distant, far way.

d. God is like an insurance salesman.

Pay your premium and hope that if you run into trouble you’re covered. 

e. God is like an accountant.

He keeps tabs on you and tells you if you’re winning or lousing. Most people hope that when they die the good they’ve done out weighs the bad and they’ll get into heaven...or someplace.

f.  God is like whatever you make Him to be. Whatever works for you.

Kind of  like cosmic Playdoe...just mold Him into what ever makes sense to you.

g. God is like a lifesaver.

Someone you reach out to when your in trouble. It’s funny how many people get all religious when they’re in trouble.

h. God is like Christians

Many people have rejected God because of having some bad experience with someone who claimed to be a Christian. Now don’t get me wrong...Christians are suppose to reflect Who God is...but many times they don’t...and they give God a bad name. 

So...these are just a few examples of what people think God is like. But who’s to say?  Is it possible to really know Who God is, what God is like?

2. Let me submit something to you for your consideration. I’d like you to think about Jesus Christ as the example of what God is really like.

3. The bible teaches that Jesus came to earth as a baby and grew up with a two-fold mission:

- to show us what God the Father was really like

- to die on the cross for our sins

4. Scriptural examples:

John 12:45  

John 14:8-9  

Col. 1:15 

Heb 1:3 

Jesus came to die for our sins and to show us what God is like, Who God is. 

5. What is God like? Study the life of Jesus as recorded in the bible and you’ll find out. 

See Jesus touching the leper, the equivalent of someone with AIDS, and you see what God is like. He loves those society rejects.

See Jesus feeding the poor, and you see what God is like. He cares for the less fortunate.

See Jesus teaching to love your enemies and forgive those who’ve wronged you, and you see what God is like. He’s a forgiving God and wants us to do the same.

See Jesus so angered by the merchandizing of religion that he takes a whip in his hands, kicking over tables and chasing moneychangers out from the temple, and you see what God is like. He hates religion that manipulates and abuses people.

See Jesus crying over the death of one of his best friends, Lazarus, and you see what God is like. He cares, He mourns.

See Jesus refusing to condemn a woman caught in the very act of adultery, and you see what God is like. He’s the God of the second chance, no matter how low you go...He’s there to help you back.

See Jesus willingly face crucifixion, hanging on the cross, dying for you, his body torn and bleeding, his life slowing draining away, hear him say...Father forgive them, they don’t know what they’re doing, and you see what God is like. He was willing to do whatever it would take to bring you to Him.

Conclusion:

1. You might be saying, “So what, what does this all mean for me?”

2. It’s real simple...it means that God is not like an old grandpa, an angry dictator, he’s not like a distant cousin, an insurance salesman...

Maybe you’ve recognized some misconceptions you’ve had about God. 

Remember that game show, To tell the truth? Jesus said, “I am the way the truth and the life, if you want to get to God, you’ve got to go through Me.”

Jesus told the truth and showed us the truth about what God the Father is like.

He’s a loving God. He’s real, He’s out there and He wants to know you. He’s good. He cares about you, understands the things you’re facing and dealing with...He wants to help you. He wants you to come to Him.

But there is one catch...you’ve got to come to Him on His terms...and that’s where Jesus comes in again.

3. Paraphrase John 3:16:

“God loved you so much that He was willing to give up His only Son Jesus. So that if you would believe in Him you would never have to perish, but you could have eternal life.”

Maybe for some of you you’ve come to recognize that something is missing in your life. Maybe for some of you it’s time. It’s time to come to God on His terms. It’s time to receive Jesus into your life. Maybe you want forgiveness of the wrongs you’ve done, maybe you want to know this God that’s out there.

All you have to do is to receive Jesus into your life, to ask Him to come into your heart and to forgive you.

Close your eyes and silently repeat after me...

Jesus, I realize this morning my need for you.

I ask you to come into my life.

I’m sorry for the wrong I’ve done.

Forgive me of my sins.

Change me.

I accept you as my Lord and Savior...amen.

