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The Confidence Man

Introduction:

I would like to begin today by reading an article from the New-York Herald dated July 8, 1849…
Arrest of the Confidence Man.—For the last few months a man has been traveling about the city, known as the “Confidence Man,” that is, he would go up to a perfect stranger in the street, and being a man of genteel appearance, would easily command an interview. Upon this interview he would say after some little conversation, “have you confidence in me to trust me with your watch until to-morrow;” the stranger at this novel request, supposing him to be some old acquaintance not at that moment recollected, allows him to take the watch, thus placing “confidence” in the honesty of the stranger, who walks off laughing and the other supposing it to be a joke allows him so to do. In this way many have been duped, and the last that we recollect was a Mr. Thomas McDonald, of No. 276 Madison street, who, on the 12th of May last, was met by this “Confidence Man” in William Street, who, in the manner as above described, took from him a gold lever watch valued at $110; and yesterday, singularly enough, Mr. McDonald was passing along Liberty street, when who should he meet but the “Confidence Man” who had stolen his watch. Officer Swayse, of the Third Ward, being near at hand, took the accused into custody on the charge made by Mr. McDonald. The accused at first refused to go with the officer; but after finding the officer determined to take him, he walked along for a short distance, when he showed desperate fight, and it was not until the officer had tied his hands together that he was able to convey him to the police office. On the prisoner being taken before Justice McGrath, he was recognized as an old offender by the name of William. Thompson, and is said to be a graduate of the college at Sing Sing. The magistrate committed him to prison for a further hearing. It will be well for all those persons who have been defrauded by the “Confidence Man” to call at the police court Tombs and take a view of him. 

William Thompson’s life popularized the phrase “confidence man” and the practice of  the “scam artist”. Police in NY claim that in the 1860’s one out of ten criminals was a “confidence man.”.

His life inspired a book entitled, The confidence man, by Herman Melville. And in this book American literature is introduced for the first time to a new word…the con-artist. 

William Thompson put the con in confidence…

Did you know that the Bible says there are things you’d be wise to put your confidence in, and there are things you’d be unwise to put your confidence in…

The unwise things will con you…they will end up ripping you off. They’ll ask you to trust them but they will end up stealing your watch. 

Body:

Four “cons” to watch out for:
1. Phil. 3:1-3, The flesh…

When the word “flesh” appears in the bible it means one of two things…either literal flesh or figurative. 

When used figuratively, like Paul does here, he means our own abilities apart from God. That residue of fallenness that still remains in all of us. 

Don’t be “conned” by your flesh, don’t put your confidence in your own abilities apart from God’s strength and grace.

· Never underestimate your ability to be wrong.

· …to make a mistake

· …to deceive yourself

· …to sin

· …to offend and hurt and misinterpret

The first con to look out for is your fleash

2. I Tim. 6: 17-19, The uncertainty of riches 

The bible would say that riches will con you. Don’t place your confidence in riches or the things that riches will by. The bible says that we should be using riches to store up treasure in heaven. 

3. Don’t put your confidence in your emotions or feelings. 

II Cor. 5:7 “...for we walk by faith, not by sight…”

Our emotions and feelings will con us…they will rip us off. Don’t put your confidence in your feelings. 

4. Don’t put your confidence in people…but do so without becoming cynical, bitter, unforgiving or unloving. 

(Psa 118:8)  It is better to take refuge in the LORD Than to trust (batach = have confidence in) in man.
John 2: 23-25  
Jesus was very realistic about people, what to expect from them and what not to. Jesus never put his faith in man…but he still loved them, he was not bitter or cynical…that’s the hard part. 

· We expect so much from people and when they don’t deliver we get so offended. 

· Lower your expectation…remember that people are imperfect, broken and probably incapable of living you to your expectations. 

· If you put your confidence in people…they will disappoint you. 

So…

Cons…things that will rip you off:

· Confidence in riches

· The flesh

· Feelings/emotions

· People…

But there are three things that won’t “con” you, won’t take your watch. There are three things the Bible says we can place our confidence in and I’d like to quickly share them with you…

1. You can put your confidence in God’s love. 

Romans 8: 35  
2. You can put your confidence in God’s word.

Psa 1:1-3  
Matt. 7: 24, 25  

· We can put our confidence in God’s word, his promises…they are true. If God says something it will come to pass. He won’t rip us off. 

· But notice that Jesus did not say that all we need do is hear his word…he said we must act upon it. 

· This means two things: obey it and place our confidence in it. 

3. You can put your confidence in the blessed hope. 

Titus 2: 13 
Col. 1: 3-5 

1 Th 5:8

1 Pet 1:13 

Time after time the NT writers talked about “the hope.”

· You can put your confidence in “the hope.”

· I don’t know if your situation will change. I don’t know if things will get better, but I do know…

There is a hope. If we’ve given our lives to Jesus…there is a hope. One day everything will change. One day, either as a result of death or as a result of the second coming of Jesus…I will experience what the Bible calls, “the blessed hope.”

This hope will not disappoint. This hope will not rip me off. This hope will not take my watch. There is a hope.

One day…one day…one day all the pain and confusion and suffering will be gone. One day. 

One day all hassles of this life will be over…one day. There is a hope. 

Conclusion:

· You can place your confidence in God’s love

· You can place your confidence in God’s promises and his word.

· Your can place your confidence in the blessed hope. 

