Being in a furnace








Introduction:





1. About 600 years before the birth of Jesus, Israel was invaded by Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. (modern Iraq) He took some of the leaders back with him...including four impressive young men: Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-nego.





a. They educated him and he educated them.





b. Although slaves, they were elevated to the position of counselor of Babylon. 





2. Chapter three of the book of Daniel tells us the very familiar story of three of these four young men.





3. Tossed in the furnace.





How can that be possible? It can’t unless you believe in miracles.





4. Let’s return to this story, not as children, but as adults seeking to draw from this historical event principles to apply to our lives.





Body:





Daniel 3:8-30





There are three things that we can learn from this story;





1. Deciding to live for Jesus is no guarantee that all your troubles are going to go away.





I’ve actually known people who told others this. But the promise made to those who come to Christ is a promise of a changed heart. In fact many report that things become more difficult after surrendering to Jesus...why?








a. Because now you have conflict with your culture.





I John 2:15-17





b. Now you have conflict within yourself.





Ga.5:17 





c. Now you have conflict with the devil.





1Pe.5:8 





2. You can decide to follow Jesus, and do all the right things, and be a good person, and still end up in the furnace.





These three young men were blameless, uncompromising in regards to their faith and convictions. 





You can read your bible and pray, go to church and teach Sunday school, you can tithe and love your enemies and still end up in the furnace...why? Because God is more interested in our character than our comfort.





And this is one of the hardest things for us to understand and accept.





3. Finally, and what I’m about to share with you was what originally stood out to me in this story. I was going to have the whole message revolve around this third point, but I decided to give you all this other stuff for free.





Here it is...





Although this story ends of a happy note...not all stories do.





I read recently of a missionary in south America captured by bandits, and in spite of many prayers he is murdered. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who wrote the best selling Christian book The Cost of Discipline  defies the Nazis during W.W.II in the name of God, but a few days before the war ends, he is executed.





a. We may not be in a furnace, but we may be in an uncomfortable, even desperate spot. When we aren’t delivered out of our “hot spot”, is God still God to us? Or do we feel cheated because He hasn’t come through as we wanted?





b. Dan.3:17,18





Conclusion:





1. This story pushes me. Am I willing to serve God even if I get no payoff? Will I say, “The God whom I serve is able to deliver me; but if not, I refuse to serve other gods.”?





2. The essence of faith is the willingness to serve God without a guarantee.





�PAGE  �








�PAGE  �2�














