Are You Imbalanced?

Intro: paraphrase John 6:1-15

16-21

Two miracles occur here:

a. Jesus walking in the midst of the storm on top of the water.

b. The boat the disciples were in immediately is transported to the shore.

So often Jesus is in the midst of the storm and we don't even see Him. We're either looking every which way but at him, or we’re crying "get me outta here".

Don't be so quick to get out of the storm...you might miss Jesus.

22-29

a. When I thought about verse 27 I thought, "But we do have to work for food that perishes. What's the balance?"

b. It was as if I heard the voice of the Spirit say, "Why are you so concerned about being balanced?"

Now...balance is good if you're walking a tight-rope or standing on a ladder.

c. People who are imbalanced can be really irritating.

- The person on a diet who can only talk about their diet, how many grams of fat in this or that...how many calories, etc.

- Some person who is on a mission to save the whales, and that's all they can talk about.

d. But coming back to what I felt the Spirit say to me, "Why are you so concerned about being balanced?" I felt that the Lord went on to say two things to me:

* In regards to our relationship with the Father and the Kingdom of God...we're not to be balanced...we're to be imbalanced!

I thought of a number of places in the NT where such radical, imbalanced things were spoken:

- Matt. 6:33...that's not balanced!

- Luke 9:23...that's not balanced!

- Mark 9:35...that's not balanced!

- I John 2:15-17...that's not balanced!

We're not to be balanced in regards to our relationship to the Father and the building of His kingdom.

* And the second thing I think He showed me was that it is actually easier to live at either of the two extremes than it is to be in the middle, at the place of balance.

Imagine a line stretched, on one end is the Christian who has clearly established the priority of the Father and His kingdom. On the other end of the line is the Christian who is not concerned that much with his/her relationship with the Father and His kingdom. In the middle is the balance.

The most miserable people I know are those who keep going back and forth, who are trying to live in both worlds. 
I've actually known Christians who started out radical for God, then cooled off and went from one extreme to the other and now they are content...it's easy for them. It's not right, they are not pleasing God...but it's easy.

Also, it's easier to be radical and imbalanced than to be in the middle. Once you've decided that it's the Kingdom of God first, then it's easy.

Making decisions are easy, setting priorities is easy. When you're balanced, in the middle, it's always this struggle "Is it God, or me? God or me, etc." When you're all the way on the other end, it's just always, "me"... easy!

Conclusion:

1. We're not to be balanced.

2. Being imbalanced for the Kingdom of God and imbalanced towards our relationship with the Father will effect:

a. how we spend our time

b. how we spend our money

c. how we set our priorities

3. Let's be imbalanced, let's be radical.

